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C arleen Francis Dodson, 87, died Tuesday, December 15, 2020 at her assisted

living home from a long battle with Alzheimer’s disease.

She leaves her sons Jeff and Jon; daughter-in-law Nancy; granddaughter Jamie; great

granddaughter Danielle; and many close friends. Carleen was predeceased by her husband of 60
years, James (Jim) Morger Dodson who passed away on October 30, 2015; her mother, Rose; her

father, Carl; step father, Elmer Derr; her older sister, Gwen Rose Stewart; brother-in-law, Keith
Stewart; and grandson, Jared Dodson.

Born and raised in Lyman, Nebraska, the daughter of Rose and Carl Zimmerer, she was the

youngest of two daughters. She and her family moved to Fort Collins, CO during her early years.
After completing high school in Fort Collins, she attended Colorado A&M (now Colorado State

University) and graduated with a degree in education. After graduation, she married her high
school sweetheart, Jim, on June 12, 1955 who was commissioned an ensign with the US Navy. They
moved to Fallon, NV for two years with the Navy. For their next Navy assignment, she relocated

with Jim to San Jose, California, where both of her sons were born. In 1964, she and the family
moved to Golden Valley, MN where she resided until 1980. Their dreams came true in 1980 when
they built a home on Lake Independence, living there until 1999. Carleen and Jim then lived in

Waconia, MN until 2015 when they moved a final time to Paeonian Springs, VA near their son,
Jeff, and his family.

Carleen was an educator and teacher for over 30 years teaching elementary school age. Most of
her career was spent with the Good Shepard Catholic School in Golden Valley, MN. She also
worked as a teacher with Holy Name of Jesus in Medina, MN. She was an amazing baker and

enjoyed cooking for her family and friends. Her holiday recipes have passed through the
generations and as her sons and granddaughter approach Christmas this year with the family

traditions, she will still have a special place in the kitchen. She enjoyed the outdoors, taking long
walks through the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum near her home. She especially enjoyed bird
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watching and spending time on the lake. Carleen spent many hours fishing with her children and
grandchildren.

She was known for her kindness; devotion to family and friends; her passion for teaching her
students and her desire to help others. She shared deep and enduring friendships throughout her

life. She will be missed by us all, but never forgotten.

A private service will be held at Union cemetery in Leesburg, VA where she will be laid to rest at
the family plot with her husband, Jim, and next to her grandson, Jared. In lieu of flowers, the

family asks that donations be offered to the Alzheimer’s Association in Carleen’s name.
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Tribute Wall Carleen Francis Dodson
NOV  22, 1933 - DEC  15, 2020

TF The Interos Family sent a Beautiful Heart Bouquet to the Dodson family.

December 23 at 12:21 PM

TL Tom & Andrea Langer posted:

JC & Nancy and Jon,Our deepest sympathies at the passing of your Mom. This is always such a

difficult time of the year to lose a loved one, and we pray your strength as a family will be a fortress

for you all.Tom and Andrea Langer

December 19 at 5:14 AM

Ellen Marie posted:

Carleen is forever in my heart. She will remain as a dearest friend in my memories and in the minds

and hearts of my children. Rest well my friend. You deserve every good thing. As we approach our

Christmas celebration I especially remember Carleen’s traditions and recipes. My candy cane

cookies and cream puff trees never turn out as beautiful as hers did, but making them bring back the

good times. Love forever, Ellen

December 18 at 7:38 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Carleen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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